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The tyranny into which her strong- will oftentimes
led her is shown in her dealings with the Church and
with Parliament. As has been seen, the persecution
of the Catholics was in its inception largely political,
but it acquired a religious character. Despite the
sacrifices which the believers in the older creed had
made at the time of the Armada, they were treated,
if possible, with greater rigour after that date than
they had been before, and for this latter seventy
there can be no justification, since the patriotism and
loyalty of the Catholics could be no longer called in
question. But Elizabeth displayed no more tolera-
tion for those who deviated from her " via media" in
the opposite direction. During the evil times of the
Marian terror, numbers of English Reformers had
taken refuge on the Continent and had mostly con-
gregated at Geneva. And, when they returned on
the death of their persecutor, they were strongly
imbued with Calvinistic doctrines and were by no
means disposed to regard the Elizabethan religious
settlement as final. But the queen had as little
sympathy with this extreme as with the other, and
before long the Protestant dissentients felt her heavy
hand. They were thus led to attack the whole
system of the Established Church ; they protested
against the remnants of " Popish superstitions *';
they declared against any trifling with the " Scarlet
Woman" ; and they advocated the abolition of
episcopacy; while in such scurrilous productions as
the u Martin Marprelate Tracts " they endeavoured
to popularise their views. At the beginning of the
reign, Elizabeth had entrusted the exercise of her